
 

 

 

Dates  

Summer Term   
Summer 2 
Monday 7th June to Friday 16th July 2021 (12:15 finish) 
 
This equates to 37 weeks and 2 days, which is 3 days less than the funded 38 weeks. If you have any 
queries, please come and see us. Please note that you are not charged for bank holidays and INSET  
DAYS. 
 

 

Sun-cream 

Please can you make sure that you apply sun-cream to your child before 

arriving at Preschool, as by the time we cream 30+ children it will be time to go 

home! We are lucky enough that most of our garden is in shade but better to 

be safe than sorry. Please also make sure they have a named sun hat and 

water bottle, but please no open-toed sandals. 

 

Facebook reviews 

Please keep reviewing us on Facebook, it really means so much to us 

and really helps new parents looking for childcare.   

 

Drinks 

As the weather is getting warmer (fingers crossed!) please make 

sure that your child brings in a water bottle. Some children struggle 

to drink water so please fill free to bring squash in if your child 

prefers that. We encourage the children to drink at all times 

especially at snack time and lunch time, however we cannot force 

your child to drink. Speaking as parents it is an ongoing issue to get 

children to drink. On the plus side whilst we all want our children to 

drink more, research does show that we can mostly get all the water 

we need from our food intake. 

 

 



Forest School 

Further plans for forest school. We are planning on running 6 week 

blocks of 2 sessions per week, with a maximum of 8 children, aged 3 

and above. We are hoping to offer these sessions not only to our 

existing children but also to the wider community. However, as you 

are a valued part of the Totterdown family, and to recognise your 

loyalty we will be offering all of our parents who attend preschool on 

the days that forest school runs a 50% discount. Therefore, rather 

than a 6 week block costing £120 the cost to you would be £60, this 

works out to £5 per session. Please let us know if this would interest 

you. We are also thinking of offering a 2 year old session that would 

require an adult to be present. Again, if this is something you are 

interested in please let us know. 

 

Hot dinners 

In response to our survey regarding hot dinners, unfortunately for 

this term, there was not enough of a need. We will still be 

considering it for September though so if you are interested, please 

let us know. 

 

Potty Training 

We have been informed of a good website called ERIC that gives 

advice on bladder issues and most importantly potty training. As 

always we will support where we can but will not potty train for you. 

The best time to start potty training, when your child has shown 

signs that they are ready, is during a school holiday. Your child 

should be able to tell you when they want to go so that they 

recognise the feeling of their bladder being full, not as a timed 

response to being told to go. Unfortunately, we do not have the 

number of staff needed to individually deal with continual accidents 



so if your child is having continual accidents then we may put them in 

a pull-up and discuss a way forward with you. 

 

September hours 

If you haven’t done so already please confirm which days and hours 

you require for September. 

 

Extended days 

Our extended hours are going well. We now have a breakfast club 

every day of the week from 7.45-8.15 and are also operating our late 

pick ups on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. We are considering 

offering a late pick up  on a Monday and Friday. If you are 

interested in this please let us know. 

 

This Term… 

This term we will be focusing on ‘People who Help Us’. If you have an 

occupation that you would like to share with our preschool children, 

please get in touch. We could have you visit and conduct a short 

presentation in the garden, the children would love it! 

   

Sports Day 

We are obviously still awaiting the government’s announcement on 

21st June to see if our sports day can go ahead. In the meantime 

please look out for the 2 tickets that will be coming home. 

 

End of Term Picnic and Graduation 

As above we are still awaiting the government’s announcement on 21st 

June to see if our graduation and picnic can go ahead. 



Changes to the Early Years Curriculum 

Lastly, as you may be aware the Early Years Curriculum and 

therefore OFSTED guidance is due to change in the coming months. 

In line with this we are looking at how to streamline our observations 

to make them more worthwhile and include the 3 ‘I’s’ that OFSTED 

will be looking for. This term we are trialling this so expect a more 

detailed observation of your child every approximately 2 weeks. 

 

COVID 

Just a reminder on the back of guidance that we have received. We 

are still operating under our risk assessment so please can we remind 

parents to stand back from the door ie not on the ramp and please 

wear a mask. All of our staff are Lateral Flow Testing twice a week 

and also recently took part in the surge testing that was happening 

in the area. Should you or your children show symptoms (this can 

include vomiting in children) please book yourself in for a PCR test 

and isolate until the results are back. We also ask that should a 

person in your household be asked to isolate, that you also take the 

precaution of also isolating your child. You are under no legal 

obligation to do this  but it would help safeguard our staff and 

children, especially since a lot of children do not display any 

symptoms. 

 

Thank you for all the patience and consideration that you have shown 

during these difficult times. Hopefully, things will start to look up in 

the coming months as life slowly returns to a kind of normality. 

Please remember though we are not out of the woods yet, so social 

distancing, frequent hand washing and masks are still very much of a 

fixture.  

If you have any queries or questions no matter how small they may 

seem, please come and ask and speak to us. Times are very 



challenging, and we will support you as much as we can. Our working 

hours are between 7am and 6pm and we will endeavour to respond to 

your emails/phone calls within this time.   

 

Best wishes  

Shamira and Claire and the Totterdown Team 


